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Differing Nature of Direct Climate-
Related Exposure and Risk 

GEOGRAPHY 

 - Large rivers and flood plains (e.g. Brisbane) 

- Coastal (inundation, storm surge, erosion) 
(e.g. Kingborough)  

- Northern (tropical cyclones) 

- Heavy vegetation (bushfires) 

- Other hot spots (e.g. hail, heatwaves) 
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Local government issues – 
Infrastructure / Assets  

 



 
Planning and Policy Risk 

 



Development / Market Shift 

 



Climate Legal Risk 

• Development planning 
challenges 

• Criminal negligence 

• Common law - 
compensation 



Environmental risks 



Community related risks 

 



Insurance risks 

 



Economic Risks 

• Infrastructure charging 

• Cost of climate studies 

• Staff capacity / training 

• Asset depreciation 

• Financial investment 

• Court fees /  awards 

• Insurance premiums 

 



Political Risks 



Council Responses 

• At least 150 councils have done a 
“scoping assessment” of the risks 

• Actual adaptation is ad hoc at best 

• Paralysed by legal issues 

• Some champions (e.g. 
Onkaparinga, Kingborough, 
Clarence, Darebin)  



 



Emerging issues 

• Goal conflicts 

• Adaptation champions 

• Information v mis-information 

• Adaptation / mitigation nexus 

• Poor consideration of climate change and 
emerging technologies 



Thank you 


